SPLENDID   ISOLATION
1906
MAHLER'S LIFE in the winter months was very different from the
life he lived during the short holiday at Maiernigg, but just as
strictly regulated. He got up at seven, shaved and rang his bell.
The parlour-maid brought his breakfast and the newspapers.
The first was rapidly disposed of and the second merely glanced
at. Then he sat down at once at his writing-table, which no one
was allowed to touch-, and revised or orchestrated the summer's
work. The sheets lay ready to his hand and he worked on them
whenever he had a moment to spare. Shortly before nine he
came into my room; then after paying the children a visit he
hurried off to be in time to open his correspondence at the Opera
before his subordinates arrived.
After lunch the newspapers came into their own. They fell
sheet by sheet from the sofa to the floor, which was soon littered
knee-deep.
This winter Mahler put the finishing touches to his Seventh
Symphony in the mornings and made a fair copy of the score; and
on the 29th of January "Seraglio" was produced, again with
Roller's towers, which, however, were made better use of this time.
It was an excellent performance. Immediately after it, Mahler
took a few days* holiday^ which we spent at the Semmering.
There was deep snow and we went driving in sledges, drank rum
and indefatigably sang the last quartet from "Seraglio." I
still remember a talk we had about Mozart during a sledge-drive.
Mahler talking a lot about "Constanzerl," whose speedy re-
marriage he could not forgive, and about Mozart's wretched life.
He loved him as a human being more than any one who ever
lived.
"The Marriage of Figaro" was given on the soth of March,
with Mahler's alterations. It was one of his finest productions
and, with "Don Juan," "Fidelio" and "Tristan," one of the
sacred few he kept under his own hand and eye.
Mahler went to Breslau this winter where he conducted his
Third Symphony in response to the invitation of Albert Neisser,
president of the Music Society. He was very fond of Albert
Neisser and his wife, who welcomed all persons of distinction to
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